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"VISITING THE SINS OF THE FATHER"

IF thanks were due to mother for the work which
father did, I think some recognition is due to his
children too. We didn't exactly suffer, but no one
can deny that we had a lot to put up with. For one
thing we always seemed to be on the unpopular
side, though luckily we were sufficiently Victorian
and Christian to believe that it was better to suffer
for one's beliefs than not to suffer at all. But it was
all very difficult, especially when we had to inform
the Board School teacher that we had no farthings
to put in the collection to relieve the victims of the
Indian famine because our father thought there
wasn't any real famine at all but only an artificial
one brought about by the unjust taxes of the British
Government.

I personally, at the age of eight or ten, found this
a bit of a mouthful, and once wept bitterly because
nobody would give me the farthing that would pass
me into the ranks of the happy ones whose orthodox
fathers had made the sacrifice. The teachers knew
little about the Indian famine but a great deal about
Clive and Warren-Hastings, about battles and sieges,
the Indian Mutiny, and the Black Hole of Calcutta.
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